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Central Momentsof Our Lives

Striving to make the world a cmooler place
(And the voice of whoever istyping out the newsletter that week)

KNOWN BIRTHDAYS

Bill Darnieder’s birthday ison May 12. Yay!!!
Stephanie Jones celebrates on May 16. She
shares her birthday with Pierce Brosnan!!!

Y anxing Zhao and Enya party on May 17. What
funt!!

STUDENT BODY ELECTIONS
Nominations due Monday, May 14 (this year.)
(We just had someone hominate Obama-Clinton.

Just to clarify, the nominees have to be members
of the OSU Statistics student community.)

WEBSITE OF THE WEEK

Check out this site to see who your grand-
advisors and great-grand-advisors are:

ttp://geneal ogy.math.ndsu.nodak .edu/htmi/sear
ch.phtml

For exampl e, here’s Dr. Stasny’s information:

.html Ad= 59079

TOP TEN REASONSTO BECOME A
STATISTICIAN
(from lowa State Stat Department)

(in random order)

Deviation is considered normal

We feel complete and sufficient

We are mean lovers

We do it discretely and continuously
We are right 95% of the time

. We can legally comment on someone’s
posterl or distribution

8. We may not be normal, but we are
transformable

1. We never have to say we are certain
10. We are honestly significantly different
9. No one wants our jobs

N~ N®

(Statisticians may be dull, but we have our
moments)

Editors’ note: We also have our “Central
Moments.”

CMOOLIES

Nominations for CMOOLIES are still being
accepted for the final issue of the year. Perhaps
you might nominate Celeste the Centipede for
“Brown Hall Wildlife of the Year.” We await...

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Election 2007 Profiles
Word of the Week
Birthdays

Profiles

Spring Quarter Week 8


http://genealogy.math.ndsu.nodak.edu/html/sear
http://genealogy.math.ndsu.nodak.edu/html/id.p
html?id=59079

FACULTY PROFILE

Dr. H. N. Nagar aja writes...

Below, a Buckeye in the Red Square

Descriptive Satistics: | was bornin asmall
village near the western coast of South India. |
was among the first batch of studentsin both
elementary and high school. Inthe college, |
was in the second batch of students majoring in
Mathematics and Statistics. | performed a
random experiment that resulted in the choice of
Statistics over Mathematics for my graduate
studies. After my Masters degree at the
University of Mysore, | taught there for three
years before heading west to lowa State
University in 1977. My first monthly paycheck
asaTA at lowa State U was $418 (in 1977
dollars). In 1978 | attended my first JSM at San
Diego and there | met my future employer, Prof.
Jagdish Rustagi, the Chair of Statistics at OSU
at that time. It was a chance encounter at a
JCPenney cafeteria and he did not remember it
when | interviewed at OSU on February 29,
1980. When | arrived in Columbus that

September, the northwest corner of the city was
marked by the K-Mart on Bethel Road. | am
married with two daughters and we are empty
nesters at the moment. By the way, the H. in my
name, Haikady officially, is my middle name.

Inferential Statistics: | love watching nature and
people (perhaps they are one and the same) and
deeply enjoy learning about past and
contemporary cultures. Consequently | love
traveling, photography, and reading nonfiction.
My two most memorable sites are the Torres del
Paine National Park near the southern tip of
Chile and the burial chamber of the Egyptian
Queen Nefertiti in Upper Egypt. | started my
subscription to the National Geographic
magazinein 1977 and | still read it regularly.
My favorite history book is the one by the
evolutionary biologist Jared Diamond [Guns,
Germs, and Seel (1997)]. Another fascinating
look at the history isthe one by Tom Standage
[A History of the World in 6 Glasses (2005)].
The most recent book that | relished is on Delhi
by William Darymple [The Last Mughal: The
Fall of a Dynasty, Delhi, 1857 (2007)]. | read
Economist for well-rounded news and reviews.

Of course, | love teaching and Statistics. The
former helps me to interact with younger and
more interesting minds and keeps me young as |
age (at least that isthe hope). The latter helps
me declare success even when | am right only
95% of the time, that too in the long-run.

Besides, everyone in my family loves Statistics
(independently, might | add). AsJohn W.
Tukey once said, a statistician can play in
anybody’s backyard, and my life experience at
OSU has taught me to believe in those words.
But, after the play is over, you have to head to
your home, and the home is Statistics.



GRAD STUDENT PROFILES

Shannon Markiewicz loves pie. Ooops, n!!!

Hey Everbbdy!'

| arrived at OSU back in’93 . | spent 10 years
in the math department before switching to
statistics. If |1 had to choose between the two,
I’d have to say | probably like statistics better. |
am afourth year PhD student. | am working
with Professor Ozturk on order restricted
randomized designs.

| have a9 year old son (who doesn’t like
statistics or math), a 3 year old cat, and a 39 year
old husband. | love knitting and crocheting. |
abhor casual use of the word ‘random’ and |
guestion the validity of the axiom of choice. My
favorite authors are UrsulaK. Le Guin and Jean-
Pierre Serre. My favorite theorems are the
Prime Number Theorem and Godel's

incompl eteness theorems. The Lindeberg-Feller
Theorem makes my top ten.

My favorite numbers are (in no particular order):
4,17, 7, 13, 6, 23,1728, €, 3, 24, 28, h, 14,
2003663613-2195000+1, 2003663613-2195000—~
1, and 19. | reservetheright to add more
numbers as needed.

Jenny Brynjar sdéttir reveals the mystery
behind Icelandic last names ...

Jenny’s daughter Anna and “Bansi 7

Hi, my name is Jenny Brynjarsdéttir and I’m a
second year PhD student in the Department. 1’m
from Iceland, was born in Akureyri and lived 4
yearsin Denmark but most of my lifel have
lived in the capital, Reykjavik. | have aBSc
degreein Mathematics and aM Sc in Industrial
Engineering from the University of Iceland. |
was happily working as aresearch assistant at
the University in Iceland, had recently bought an
apartment and settled down, when Pr. Hsu came
to visit and started talking about the wonders of
having aPhD. Long story short | sold my
apartment, dragged my family with me



(Jenny B. contd.)

over the Atlantic and started my studies herein
winter quarter 2006.

My husband, Halldér Elias
Gudmundsson, is agraduate student at Trinity
Lutheran Seminary which islocated in Bexley
and shares the campus of Capital University.
My daughter, Anna Laufey Halldorsdéttir, isin
second grade and she often corrects my English
pronunciations — which is amazing considering
that she didn’t know any English when we
moved here. My son Témas Ingi Halldorsson
spends his daysin OSU Child Care Center and
will soon be moving up to atoddler room — my
little baby is getting big!

Y ou might have noticed that me, my
husband and my kids all have different last
names. Thisisdue to the Icelandic way of
making last names: you take your father’s (or
mother’s) first name and add “dattir” if you are a
daughter but “son” if you are ason. Hence we
don’t have afamily name, women don’t change
their name after they marry and you can aways
tell from the last name whether a personismale
or female. Thisalso meansthat no oneisever
called by the last name only (not even the
president), University professors are simply
called by their first name (no Dr., Mr., Ms. etc.)
and even the names in the phonebook are
ordered by first name.

After | moved to the States | have barely
enough time for both school and family life so
hobbies have become non-existent a.e. But back
in lceland, before this madness began, | loved
playing board games, bridge and badminton. |
like hiking (once ayear me and my friends walk
to the top of the volcano Hekla), traveling,
hanging out in cafés with my friends and
reading.

Xueliang “Jeff> Pan writes...

Hi, my name is Xueliang Pan or you can call me
Jeff. | am afifth year PhD Candidatein
Biostatistics. | am from Zhejiang, China. With a
BA degreein Environmental Engineering from
Zhgjiang University, an MSin Civil Engineering
and an MAS from Ohio State aready on hand,
some people caled me a“Diploma Collector”.

Asyou may guess, | enjoy studying various
things. After exploring so many fields, | finally
got something really interesting for meto do:
statistics.

Currently, | am working at the Statistical
Consulting Service (SCS) while doing research
with Dr. Pearl in the area of phylogeny. The
SCSisaredly good place for me to apply my
statistical expertise. | am enjoying sharing my
statistical knowledge with others and being
actively involved in various research projects,
and glad to see that the researchers use proper
statistical methods in their study with our
guidance to produce sound research and to take
proper decisions.

Seeing the great need of statisticians
in the community, recently, Chris Srokaand |
started a student organization called STATCOM
at OSU (Statistics in the Community).
STATCOM will provide statistical consulting
for non-profit organizations that do not have the
resources to hire professional consultants. The
STATCOM idea started at Purdue University,
and we are excited about starting a chapter here
at Ohio State. We are recruiting student
volunteers from our department to join us.
Please contact me or Chrisfor more details if
you are interest in STATCOM.

Besides the above, | like swimming,
rock climbing and playing table tennis at the
OSU’s new facility. | also liketo travel with a
map in hand and to spend time with my
wonderful wife and daughter. By the way, my 7-
year old daughter can beat me at any card game
easily, according to her winning rule.





