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Central Moments of Our Lives 

 
KNOWN BIRTHDAYS  

David Letterman turns 60 today! 
Sarah Buffy Michelle Geller celebrates on 
April 14. (Rude to report a vampire slayer s 
age.)   

NON-STATISTICAL WORD OF THE 
WEEK USED IN A STATISTICAL 
SETTING: 
rancor   -noun 
bitter, rankling resentment or ill will; hatred; 
malice.  

Usage: "She felt great rancor towards 
uniformly most powerful testing."   

MORE SQUIRREL NEWS  

We had yet another incident of an 
unidentified squirrel entering the Statistics 
building this time, Cockins Hall. 
Investigation is under way as to why 
squirrels keep sneaking into the department. 
This reporter eye witnessed the squirrel 
being escorted out of the building, so people 
in the building may rest assured that they are 
now safe.   

 

A photograph of the squirrel, suspected to 
be J. Neyman.  

TELL ME WHY 
**Readers are welcome to ask any questions 
they have.**   

Question: Why is it important to write ever-
so-thick textbooks?  

Dr. Angela Dean, the proud author of our 
much loved Design and Analysis of 
Experiments book writes:  

Two Textbook Uses  

This is why it is important to write thick 
textbooks.  

1. In 2000, I received an email from 
someone who was taking a course at 
American University and thanked me for 
writing a book on experimental design:   
Apparently, he groaned when he first saw 
the size of the text book for the class, but he 
later became extremely glad that he carried 
it everywhere he went.  He had been 
walking home in a snowstorm in 
Washington D.C. and slipped on some ice. 
However, the Dean and Voss text broke his 
fall slightly. His email says "According to 
my physician, your text may have prevented 
my left arm from being  
broken, although it was bruised (my arm, 
that is; the text fractured its back, though). 
Bottom line: thank you for your extremely 
detailed, and thick, text! :)"  

2. There was also a faculty member from 
this department who once suggested that it 
would be easy to find the thief who was then 
stealing text books from offices, because it 
would be the person with a hernia!  

(Editor s note: These textbooks may prove 
to be very useful weapons for self-defense.)       
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GRADUATE STUDENT PROFILES  

John Draper Gone Wild!!!   

  


