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Central Moments of Our Lives 

 
MAKE A PICTURE, MAKE A PICTURE, MAKE A PICTURE 
From Christopher James Sroka  

I went to a seminar in 2002 held by E. T. Tufte, a guru of the graphical display of data.  This is a map of Napoleon's 
1812 march on Moscow.  In it's limited space, the map displays 7 variables: the location of the advancing army (the 
gray line) in two dimensions, the location of the retreating army (the black line) in two dimensions, the size of the 
army (the width of each line), dates of the retreat, and the temperature on selected dates of the retreat.  Many believe 
it is the best statistical graphic ever drawn.   

  

Joe thinks he once read that the London Subway Map is the greatest graph ever produced.  The variable is 
location, location, location.   

   



NON-STATISTICAL WORD OF THE WEEK 
USED IN A STATISTICAL SETTING:  

foofaraw \FOO-fuh-raw\, noun: 
1. Excessive or flashy ornamentation or decoration. 
2. A fuss over a matter of little importance.  

Usage: "The downtime after QII provides much needed 
relief from the fanfare and foofaraw surrounding the 
exam."    

 

ANAGRAMS TO FILL SPACE  

WITCH COOL DRUG 
FUDGE WOOL 
KEG LINE FIRM 
MAN I TWILL OZ 
A BURP LOWER 
RANCH HISS 
YO GAG AGONY 
HOBO NOSE INK 
CHANNEL IS SMOKE 
MIRACLE    

 

ERIC DRAKE PHOTOGRAPHY  

  

Girl on Extacy

       
SCRABBLE UPDATE  

ZA and QI are now words     

  

TASTELESS STAT JOKE  

Have you heard about the stat joke that went horribly 
wrong?  Even the undergrads understood it.    

 

WEEKLY HOR(R)O(R)SCOPE FOR 
STATTISTICS STUDENTS  

You are in Statistics and your sign is 

 

The Moon is in sensible Taurus making it very likely 
for you to have an exam coming up in the next couple 
of weeks. Has something been bothering you lately? 
Don t worry. Smile. It is very likely that the problem 
will soon be solved, and will be replaced by a more 
grave issue. But for someone as practical and 
optimistic as you are, nothing can stop you now. There 
is a high probability of some cash flow into the bank 
accounts of those employed. Those involved in 
research may or may not obtain desirable results. All in 
all, the following week might be a good one.                    



FACULTY PROFILE  

Dr. Radu Herbei shoots a Stat 673 class photo:  

  


