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Central Moments Of Our Lives 
 

KNOWN JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: 
 

Jan 1: Soma Roy 
Jan 5: Eric Minton 

Jan 7: Mikey Sonksen 
Jan 19: Shari Modur 

Jan 30: Siyoen Kil 
 

 
“STATISTICS” IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES: 

 
ά{ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎέ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΥ 

 
Estadística 

(eh-stah-Dis-ti-ca) 
 

 
NON-STATISTICAL WORD OF THE WEEK 

USED IN A STATISTICAL SETTING: 
 

tarradiddle \tair-uh-DID-uhl\, noun: 
 

1. A petty falsehood; a fib. 
2. Pretentious nonsense. 

 
Usage:  The naïve Stat 135 student 

supported his tarradiddle about not getting 
his homework done with false statistics and 

weak arguments. 
 

 
TRAVEL DONATIONS UPDATE: 

 
As you are aware, the department is 

working to match the $15,000 for student 
travel that Gary Koch has donated to the 
departmentΦ  {ƻ ŦŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ collected 
$4,563τjust under one third of our goal.  
This is a great start to the fund and we hope 

that students, faculty, and alumni will 
continue to donate to meet our goal. 

 

Also, Dr. Stasny has promised to donate 
$1 for every student that donates to the 
fund.  Only 12 students have donated so far 
(a mere 10% of the students in our 
department).  We can do more!   
 

 

There are three ways you can donate 
money to this fund (for each of these, make 
sure to indicate that you are donating 
money to the Koch Fund #480697): 

1. Give a check to Paul Brower made 
out ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ hƘƛƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ 

2. Send a check to: 
University Development 
The Ohio State University Foundation 
1480 West Lane Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43221 

3. Donate online at: 
https://www.give to.osu.edu/igive/i

ndex.asp?Project1=307669   
 

https://www.giveto.osu.edu/igive/index.asp?Project1=307669
https://www.giveto.osu.edu/igive/index.asp?Project1=307669
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STUDENT PROFILES 

Kelly Schlessman: 

Hello! My name is Kelly Schlessman, and I 

am a first year MAS student. I grew up in 

Sandusky, Ohio (go directly north and stop 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ [ŀƪŜ 9ǊƛŜύΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜen 

there, it was probably to go to Cedar Point- 

an amusement park full of very large and 

wonderfully scary roller coasters. 

Last May, I graduated from Ohio 

Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio, a very 

small liberal arts college. At OWU 

(pronounced oh-woo, as we affectionately 

called it), I considered about a dozen different 

majors before eventually landing on Math. I 

also took a lot of Psychology courses, which 

sparked my interest in one of my favorite 

topics: Comparative Psychology/Animal 

Behavior. At Ohio Wesleyan I also played for 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ǘŜŀƳΦ  ¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

my favorite ways to spend my free time, 

though I like watching/playing almost any 

sport. I also enjoy painting, playing the piano, 

and spending time with my family.  

This picture was taken during graduation 

festivities last year. I have since lost my tan, 

but you might still recognize me! 

 

Lili Zhuang: 

 

Hi, I am Lili Zhuang, a second year Ph.D. 

student in this department, from Xiamen, 

China. You can easily recognize me because I 

am tall. If you collect a bunch of data about 

Chinese girlsΩ height, youΩll find that I am the 

outlier which causes you trouble. Besides 

statistics, I also like art, especially the 

landscape painting. Visiting famous art 

museums or galleries and doing landscape 

painting are my favorite ways to spend my 

spare time.  
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Jacob Reidhead writes: 

 
 

I was born and raised in Tempe, Arizona 

and grew up in the same house for the first 

eighteen years of my life.  My parents taught 

me that values are important: integrity, team 

work, self-reliance, faith in God, independent 

thinking, and respect for others.  Growing up, 

traditions were also important: football and 

ǇǳƳǇƪƛƴ ǇƛŜ ƻƴ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŀ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎΩ 

dinner on Christmas Eve, board games every 

Sunday afternoon, and the annual Reidhead 

Reunion every Labor Day weekend when 

between two and three hundred posterity of 

my great-great grandfather, John Reidhead III, 

descend on his old homestead in Eastern 

Arizona for a weekend of camping, potlucks, 

horseshoes, family history, folk music, 

capture the flag, and burning marshmallows 

around the campfire.  Roots are very 

important to me and I plan to honor and pass 

on these values and traditions to the next 

generation as my sweet wife, Stephanie, and I 

begin our own family.  

Throughout my life I have bore the 

double-edged blessing and burden of a 

voracious curiosity.  My dual passions for the 

arts and sciences, the qualitative and the 

quantitative, emotion and intellect, faith and 

reason, touch on that human condition that 

Immanuel Kant ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǊȅ 

ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŜΤ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƭŀǿ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƳŜέΦ  

In response to these dual impulses I have 

pursued degrees in computational 

mathematics (BS-Arizona State University), 

information security (MSE-Korea University), 

and statistics (MS-Ohio State University) while 

at the same time fostering a deeper 

understanding of the people and cultures of 

East Asia through foreign missionary service, 

language fellowships, English conversation 

with internationals, and singing a lot of 

karaoke in Korean-style norebangs.  (The 

experience is nothing like American karaoke 

and I highly recommend it!) 

Five years from now I see myself finishing 

up a Ph.D. in Marketing from an American 

university and looking for a faculty position 

among the premier business schools of East 

Asia.  It is my hope that in such a position I 

will be ideally placed to research international 

issues and consult for both Western 

institutions wishing to interact with East Asia 

and East Asian institutions that wish to 

interact with the West. 

Stephanie and I greatly value the 

opportunities and friendships of these last 

two years.  We wish to offer a special thanks 

to the faculty, staff, and students of our 

department, all of whom contribute to the 

wonderful, diverse, talented, personable, and 

invested statistics community that we have 

come to love and will always remember with 

fondness. 

 


