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Central Moments of Our Lives 

 

KNOWN BIRTHDAYS: 
11/11: Catherine Lucas 

11/14: Kimberly Walters 
 

 
“STATISTICS” IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES: 

 
“Statistics” in Icelandic: 

Tölfræði 
(Tŭl’-frī-thā) 

 

 
OSU STUDENTS ON STATISTICS 

In a completely non-random survey of 6 
OSU students (consisting of 1 psychology, 1 
English, 1 respiratory therapy, 2 business 
and 1 communications majors; 2 currently 
in an introductory statistics course and 4 
had never taken a statistics course), we 
asked them questions concerning their 
personal view of statistics.  Here are a few 
of their responses: 

1. When you hear the word “statistics”, 
what comes to mind? 

¶ Math 

¶ Formulas & numbers—it’s not really 
math 

¶ Dr. Miller is hilarious. 

¶ Probability 

¶ The rue of my existence. 

2. Which do you prefer, the mean or the 
median?  Why? 

¶ Mean, because it’s the average 

¶ Median, because it’s not affected by 
outliers and outliers screw 
everything up. 

¶ Median.  I like the middle. 

¶ Mean.  I just picked one. 

3. How many statisticians does it take to 
change a light bulb? 

¶ 3.5 

¶ They would probably just argue 
about the probability of it turning 
on. 

¶ A lot—they have to plan out how 
many turns it will take to make it 
work best. 

¶ Hopefully only one. 

4. Do you think that statistics is useful? 

¶ Yes, for pro-poker players like 
myself. 
 

 

 
NAME THAT BUILDING: Below are 3 buildings from around campus.  Can you name them? 
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Student Profiles 
 

ASHLEY SWERT: 

 

Hey everyone! 

My name is Ashley Swert, and I am a second 
year MAS student. I am a native Buckeye, 
growing up in the small town of Willard, 
Ohio. I graduated from Mount Vernon 
Nazarene University in 2006 with a degree 
in mathematics. 

When I’m not doing stats homework or 
grading Stat 135 labs, my favorite thing to 
do is play with my darling puppy, Maddie, a 
daschund-poodle mix. I also enjoy shopping, 
and have found that retail therapy is a great 
stress reliever. My favorite movies are 
Braveheart and Pride and Prejudice, and I 
am a fan of CSI: Miami, The Unit, and Grey’s 
Anatomy. 

I hope to use my degree to find a 
meaningful career that will positively affect 
the lives of others.  However, at this point, I 
do not know where this goal is going to lead 
me.  I am open to recommendations, so let 
me know if you have some ideas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BONNIE SHOOK-SA: 

 

Hi everyone! My name is Bonnie Shook-Sa, 
and I am a second year MAS student in the 
Statistics Department.  I have lived in five 
states, but I mostly grew up in St. Albans, 
WV (a very small town near Charleston).  I 
attended Marshall University and got 
Bachelor’s Degrees in mathematics and 
political science.  I have finally discovered 
how to bring my interests in math and the 
social sciences together – surveys! I am 
getting my GIS in survey research here at 
OSU. 

When I am not studying, I enjoy spending 
time with family and friends. I really enjoy 
traveling.  This is a picture me from my 
honeymoon this past summer in Maui, 
Hawaii.  It is the most beautiful place that I 
have been so far.  So far I have had the 
opportunity to travel abroad twice, to the 
Bahamas and to Brazil.  I have a long list of 
places I hope to visit eventually, though.  
When I am not planning trips, I enjoy 
playing soccer and racquetball with my 
husband, Gustavo. 

 

 

 

(Don’t worry, there’s another profile on 
page 3!) 
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ERIC MINTON: 

Salutations. My name is Eric Minton and I am a 1st year student in the MAS program. I am 
originally from Champion, Ohio. Champion (don’t let the name fool you, we really weren’t good 
at anything) is a small town in Northeastern Ohio near Youngstown. I departed the small town 
in 2002 and started my undergraduate work here at OSU majoring in Pure Mathematics. When I 
found out that OSU did not have an undergrad secondary education program, I decided to 
transfer to Kent State, where I graduated in 2006 with a Math Education degree. It was during 
my student teaching however that I realized teaching teenagers was a tough job (surprise 
surprise) and I gained a whole new appreciation for educators at all levels.  

This quarter I am a TA for a Stat 133 recitation. Teaching this recitation has taught me many 
things and has provided me with new insights into the basics of Statistics and the way different 
students learn. As of now, after grad school, I would like to find a job which entails some type 
of risk analysis; possibly actuarial work. This goal however could and probably will change with 
the more classes I take.  

Outside of school, I keep myself busy with my new puppy. Eli is a black lab who turned 4 
months old on the 2nd of November. He loves attention from people but is terrified of all other 
dogs (especially the two wiener dogs next door). I also enjoy watching and playing most all 
sports and running in my free time. I just recently ran in the Columbus Half Marathon which 
was a lot of fun. I enjoy all types of music, but am currently on a country kick and because of 
the sarcastic humor, House MD is my favorite TV show.  

That’s me and my life in a nut shell. I’m sure I could have come up with some corny “nut-
shell/buckeye” joke, but I won’t torture you with my lack of humor. If I haven’t yet, I would love 
to meet you all and if you see me around, feel free to say hello. 

 

 
The following is an unpaid advertisement from the CMOOL editors: 

TO:  All creative statisticians, non-statisticians, & wannabe-statisticians (yes, that means you faculty, staff, 
students, alumni, & friends) 

FROM:  CMOOL Editors and Committee 

Do you have any items you’re hoping to share with the rest of the department?  We would love to add a wider 
variety of ads, reviews, classifieds, comics, poems, editorials, letters to the editors, etc. to our CMOOLs.  Send 
contributions to yj@stat.osu.edu or cberrett@stat.osu.edu.  THANKS!! 

mailto:yj@stat.osu.edu
mailto:cberrett@stat.osu.edu

